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PRESS RELEASE

GDC Sogam Organises a Programme on the Importance of Understanding Evolution

As part of the “science lecture series”, the Internal Quality Assurance Cell and the Departments
of Biological Sciences of the college in collaboration with Anhad Community Centre, Kupwara
(an NGO) organised a programme on October 12, 2023 in the Seminar Hall of the College. The
programme was organised under the patronage of the worthy principal of the college, Prof (Dr)
Shamim Ahmad Dar. Dr Mukhtar Ahmad Bhat (Coordinator, IQAC; Head, Department of
Botany) rendered his services as the coordinator and moderator of the programme while as Ms
Shabnum Hashmi and Mr Arun Tiwari (Representatives of Anhad Community Centre,
Kupwara) acted as the co-coordinators. Prof Ishfag Hussain Bhat (AP, English) acted as the
Rapporteur.

The event commenced with the introductory remarks presented by Dr Mukhtar Ahmad Bhat in
which he emphasised the indispensable relationship between evolution and the human

behaviour. Dr Bhat maintained, “Knowledge of evolution can improve the overall quality of
life.”

This was followed by the formal welcome address presented by Prof (Dr) Shamim Ahmad Dar,
the worthy principal of the college. Dr Dar opined that it was for the first time in the history of
the college that students got an opportunity to listen to the eminent scientists of India. “It is a
proud moment for GDC Sogam to host such personalities,” he remarked.

After the welcome address, Dr Bhat gave a brief introduction about the college and enlightened
the audience about the genesis and mission of Anhad Community Centre. He apprised the
audience of the role of Anhad and appreciated the ‘Clean Bangus’ initiative taken by the NGO
and for conducting programmes having socioeconomic value.

Thereafter, the first resource person, Dr T.N.C. Vidya (Associate Professor, Evolutionary and
Organismal Biology JNCASR, Bengaluru) delivered a detailed and thought-provoking lecture
on the topic, “Understanding Animal Social Organisation”. In her lecture, Dr Vidya talked at
length about the role of ecological factors in shaping behaviour. She also deliberated on
socioecological theory, fission-fusion society, and hierarchies like, dispersal-egalitarian,
resident-egalitarian, resident-nepotistic. She also cleared various doubts and answered
questions raised by the audience during her engaging talk.

This was followed by a lecture delivered by another resource person, Prof Amitabh Joshi
(Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research Bengaluru). The
resource person deliberated on the topic, “Importance of Understanding Evolution”. He stated
that Evolutionary Biology should be viewed as a “Nazaria” and “Kirdaar”. While highlighting
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the paramount significance of understanding evolution, he observed that evolution is “central

to understanding and solving many pressing human and societal problems”. He also alluded

to and asked the audience to ponder over the two sets of question relating to evolution so as to

appreciate the need to dive into this ocean of knowledge: 1) How are living organisms living?

and 2) How do we explain the diversity, the relatedness and the adaptedness of life forms? Dr

Joshi emphasised that “understanding evolution is indispensable for people belonging to all

walks of life.”

After that, in order to appreciate the contribution of the two distinguished guests/scientists, the
college administration presented souvenirs to them. The programme ended with a formal vote
of thanks proposed by Prof Qaiser Bashir Tantray (Head, Department of Environmental
Science). The programme was attended by more than hundred students and the staff of the
college. After the culmination of the programme, the distinguished guests, accompanied by the
college faculty, visited the laboratories of the institution.

(Report Prepared by: Prof Ishfagq Hussain Bhat)
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